
 

 

Field Notes for The Week Of 

10-1-21 

Lime Now to Save Money Later 
 The first full week of October can be summed up as wet and muggy, with many areas of the 
county receiving .3”-.8” of rain. The combination of lack of sunlight, high humidity, and little to no air 
flow, there was very little corn and soybean harvest progression. I made a field visit to a local 
producer this week that had harvested some soybeans the week before and now was ready to start 
applying Agriculture Lime. Fall is a great time to apply lime for multiple reasons, but the main reason 
is to allow the lime to break down and absorb into the soil profile over the winter season. Today I want 
to discuss lime applications and why it is such an important part of a farm nutrient management plan. 

 Applying limestone to the soil has been 
a common practice in agriculture for the last 
100 years or so. Farmers have learned that by 
applying limestone to the soil, the PH of the 
soil will neutralize, allowing them to grow 
healthier crops. How do you know if there is a 
need for limestone to be applied to the land? It 
starts with a soil test, collecting soil from 
different areas of the field from a depth of 6 
inches will allow you to learn what the PH of 
the soil is. For corn, soybeans, wheat, and 
other common crops soil PH needs to be 
maintained between 6.0-7.0 for optimum 
yields.  

Acidic soils have a tendency of restricting plant growth and performance for many reasons but some 
of the main reasons are as follows 

• Acidic soils can accumulate soluble manganese and aluminum to toxic levels. 
• Acidic soils can reduce essential nutrient uptake by crops, macronutrients such as Nitrogen, 

Phosphorus, and Potassium are available to plants when the Ph is between 6.0-7.0. 
• Acidic soils have little to no microorganism activity, this means slow residue breakdown and 

little to no nitrogen and phosphorus released from organic matter. 
• Acidic soils restrict Symbiotic relationships between bacteria and legumes (clover, soybeans, 

and alfalfa) this reduces nodule formation and nitrogen fixation. 
    


