
 

Field Notes for The Week Of 

10-18-21 

Early Corn Harvest Might Be the Best Choice This Year 
  Last week was a very productive week for many producers, with little rainfall until 
Friday night into Saturday morning. Producers were able to hop into the combines and start corn and 
soybean harvest. Even with the drier weather farmers were still given many challenges from mother 
nature. Dewey and foggy mornings added 
unneeded moisture to soybeans and corn, 
preventing harvest to start until late in the day. 
With the days getting shorter and soil moisture 
level in the surplus range, harvesting soybeans 
can be limited to 4-5 hours out of the day. 
There has been another issue that has 
presented its ugly head, that is poor standability 
in corn and even soybeans! The main question 
is why is it happening and what can be done 
about it? 

 I can answer the second question in a quick and easy manner, check the fields and harvest 
poorly standing crops ASAP. I know what you are thinking, easier said than done Ag Educator! 
Harvesting poorly standing crops should be priority due to in field loss due to poor harvest ability and 
molding when the crop contacts the soil. As a farmer and Ag Educator, I want to learn why this is 
happening this year. The 2021 growing season was not the most challenging growing season in 
recent years and farmers are reporting some of the best yields they have ever had, so what went 
wrong? Here might be some reasons why we are seeing lodging in our crops this harvest season. 

• Wet growing season = shallow root systems- the 2021 growing season had plenty of wet 
and humid days. The month of June was very wet and many corn and soybeans early growth 
stages was spent in saturated soils. Soybeans and corn that I have pulled up have very 
shallow root systems, combine this with larger amounts of bean pods and large ears equals 
falling crops. 

• 2021 was a favorable season for fungi- fungi has been able to grow quit rapidly in 2021 due 
to humidy and moister laden soils. Fungi’s such as Gibberella, Colletotrichum, Fusarium. 

• Loss of Nutrients and late season leaf diseases- with wet growing seasons, nutrient loss 
can be easily seen with peaked colored crops. I observed many fields of corn this summer 
that showed sign of nitrogen deficiency late in the growing season. Corn also was targeted by 
late season diseases such as Northern corn leaf blight and southern rust. When crops are 
stress by disease or nutrients late in the season, they will cannibalize nutrient from the plants 
stalk to relocate the nutrients to the grain.    


