
 

Field Notes for The Week Of 

10-18-21 

Remember To Wear your Mask! 
 The week of October 18th-23rd was a beautiful week for harvesting corn and soybeans. Many 
local producers were able to get a chance to hit the fields and continue harvest, spread fertilizer, 
apply manure, and plant cover crops. As I conducted my weekly field scouting and evaluation, I would 
estimate that 35-40% of the county’s soybeans have been harvested and 20% of the corn has been 
harvested. With all the combines running full steam ahead I also took note of the amazing amount of 
dust that followed the combine. As a farmer I have become somewhat immune to working in dusty 
conditions and many other farmers just chug through it to get the job done. The problem is that this 
dust can cause some major health 
problems and even safety hazards 
around working equipment. Each week I 
meet virtually with other Ag educators 
around the state, many other 
educators are reporting the same 
issues and even some combine fires 
occurring. So, what is causing the 
crops to be so dusty this year and why 
might your combine be turning black?  

 

There are multiple reasons for the cause of a dusty harvest, and they are: 

• Heavy Rains- Heavy downpours that occurred during summer splashed soil particles up on 
the plant stalks. 

• Molds and funguses- Late season crop diseases, especially in corn can create very dusty and 
dirty conditions. Much of the corn in Adams County was infected with Northern corn leaf blight 
and southern rust, both of these diseases create external pustules or spores on the surface of 
the leaf. Northern corn leaf blight created multiple spores that covers the leaf and when dry will 
detach and cover equipment and worse yet fill the surrounding air mass (including your lungs).  

• Poor Stalk Quality- Due to diseases and nutrient loss many crops are exhibiting poor stalk 
structure. When poorly structured stalk is processed through the combine shattering and 
grinding will increase, this is especially true for combines equipped with stalk choppers. 

So as farmers dust their crops out of the fields, hazards of breathing in the dust is high, potentially 
causing respiratory illnesses. To stay safe and healthy this harvest season farmers should wear an 
N95 mask for the best protection. 

    


