
 

Field Notes for The Week Of 

10-4-21 

What is the Big Deal About Wheat Planting Dates? 
 The last week of September and first week of October could be easily summed 
up as downright beautiful with low humidity and clear blue skies. With the dry conditions 
and maturing crops, many producers were able to get in the fields and start harvest. As I 
called many producers around the county and talked to our local grain elevators, I found 
out many producers were focusing on soybean harvest. This is for a good reason, many 
of the early planted soybeans have dried down rapidly. It is essential to get soybeans 
harvested on time due to quality loss because of rain events and loss of grain due to 
swelling and breaking out of the pods. I learned that moisture levels of the soybeans 
were all over the board from 11% to 18%. There was also plenty of comments of dry 
soybeans but green stems, making cutting challenging. Yield have been averaged to 
above average with yield reports of 58-72 bushels per acre. With all the harvest work 
being done there were also many producers planting their next crop, soft red winter 
wheat planting dates for southern Ohio is the first week of October. I took advantage of 
the dry conditions on my farm to plant some winter wheat and winter speltz. So, the 
question is why should a producer try to plant during this time and not earlier or later? 
The main reason is due to the Hessian fly, the Hessian fly is one of the main pests of 
small grain crops 

 There are two generations of Hession fly, early fall and spring. The fall brood 
begins when the adult fly lays their eggs on the leaves of young host plants such as 
winter wheat. Egg laying and hatching usually begins in late August and first of 
September. When eggs hatch, the larvae will begin to feed on young host plants, 
therefore fly safe dates have been set to help alleviate this issue. Dates usually fall on 
different days every year, but for the most part the first week of October is a safe time to 
plant small grains in Southern Ohio and earlier dates for Northern Ohio due to shorter 
growing seasons. Hessian Fly dates are just one way to avoid potential damage and 
yield loss, there is also resistant varieties of winter wheat developed that producer 
should be planting especially if the field has a history of Hessian Fly damage. 
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