
 

Field Notes for The Week Of 

11-1-21 

It’s Back!! 
The last week of October can be summarized in two words, wet and dreary. With much of the 

county receiving 2.5” – 3” of soaking rain, field work came to a screeching halt. Some producers were 
able to get some corn harvested towards the beginning of the week but little to no soybeans were 
harvested. As I made my rounds across the county and even traveled parts of neighboring Brown 
County, I was amazed with the amounts of crops still standing. I would estimate that 40% or less of 
soybeans have been harvested and 25-30% of the corn has been harvested. There is some concern 
that as harvest continues to be delayed that crop quality degrade, the main concern is ear molds and 
such fusarium and Gibberella ear rot. This often is not an issue late in the season but can be in rare 
cases when corn ears do not drop allowing rainwater to run down the husk and lay at the base of the 
ear. With all the rain I took some time to walk some of our fence rows on the farm checking and fixing 
areas where limbs or small trees have fallen on. As I walked the fence rows, I was confronted with one 
of my mortal enemies, yes, it is a weed and a stinky noxious one that refused to take a break from 
growing. The infamous Poison Hemlock is the weed that I am describing. With the warmer than 
average fall temperatures and plenty of rainfall, Poison Hemlock is not only thriving but growing at 
warp speed. Here are some steps you can take now to get a handle on this bad weed. 

• Early Control is key- Poison 
Hemlock has a Biannual life 
cycle meaning that it takes 2 
complete years to complete a 
life cycle. Year one is spent 
building up nutrient reserves 
and energy to survive winter and 
forming a low growing rosette. 
This rosette can be mistaken for 
other species such as ferns or 
wild carrot. The growth you see 
now is the year #1, if you allow 
the plant to continue to grow it 
will bolt next spring. 

• Prevent seed development- One Poison hemlock plant can produce 38,000 seeds. Seed 
production is the only way Poison Hemlock can reproduce so preventing seed production is 
critical in eliminating or preventing the plant from spreading. 

• Apply the right products at the right time- Herbicide applications in fall and early spring are 
very effective in controlling Poison Hemlock, Best results come from applying Crossbow, or 
Remedy Ultra in the fall, dicamba, 2-4-D, or Glyphosate can also be used but have better 
control in the spring season. 


