
 

Field Notes for The Week Of 

11-15-21 

Getting the Most Out of Your Manure 
 As we approach the middle of November, corn and soybean harvest continues to progress. Even 
thought there is still a substantial number of crops left in the fields last week there was still a good bit of 
harvest activity taking place in Adams County. For the most part soybean harvest is wrapping up other than 
some double crop soybeans that don’t seem to want to dry down. I talked with a few producers that said that 
all they need is a good solid week and they will be completed with both corn and soybeans. I also have had a 
few producers share some cover crop pictures that were broadcasted over standing corn and soybeans earlier 
in the season, this is a great practice saving a substantial amount of time and labor while also allowing cover 
crops to get established before the winter weather settles in. With harvest wrapping up, livestock producers 
are taking advantage of the semi solid ground conditions to spread some manure that has built up over the 
summer or even from last spring. Most of this manure is from confinement feeding facilities such as dairy’s, 
beef feedlots, and hogs. Fall is a popular time to spread manure on the land and with these coming years 
forecasted fertilizer prices and touch and go on availability, it is more important than ever to make the most of 
your manure application. So, what are some ways you can minimize loss of nutrients and get the most out of 
your manure application? Here are a few hints. 
 

• Have your manure tested – Testing 
your manure should be a priority 
such as soil sampling and forage 
sampling. A manure test will tell 
you the amount of N, P, K and total 
solids and liquids. Manure test will 
give results in the lbs of 
nutrients/ton or gallon of manure. 
 

• Calibrate your manure spreader- The old method of covering the land so you can see the soil should 
be avoided. Properly calibrating your spreader can allow you to cover more ground, efficiently use the 
manure you have and prevent environmental damage due to runoff into nearby waterways. 

 
• Not all manures are created equal- Dry beef manure will on average have 14lbs/ton of 

nitrogen,9lbs/ton of Phosphorus, and 11lbs/ton of potassium compared to chicken litter that has 
25lb/ton of nitrogen, 25lbs/ton of phosphorus, and 12lbs/ton of potassium. 

 
• Incorporating the manure saves nutrients- If you have the means of incorporating or spreading on a 

growing crop (cover crops), nutrients will be saved. This is especially true with Nitrogen. The old saying 
of the smell of money is deceiving, if you smell your manure you can bet on losing nitrogen due to 
denitrification and volatilization.     


