
 

Field Notes for The Week Of 

11-22-21 

Tis the Hay Feeding Season! 
  As we come out of a week of thanksgiving and enjoying good food and family, most people 
consider this the beginning of the holiday season. As for me and many other livestock producers, this is the 
beginning of the mud season or hay feeding season. As the weather turns colder and the day grow shorter and 
shorter until December 21st our forages have turned off for the season and will remain dormant until warmer 
weather returns in the Spring. 2021 can be considered an above average forage season when it comes to yield, 
this is a good reason to avoid grazing our pastures too hard going into the winter season. Granted it is always 
good to practice good pasture management and for those who practice stockpiled grazing, holding off on 
feeding stored forages is fine. If your pastures are getting tight and you are like many and have plenty of hay in 
the barn I would suggest starting. Having plenty of hay on the farm doesn’t mean being wasteful! Growing up I 
often heard my father, grandpa, and stories of my great grandpa saying always make hay and feed hay like you 
are expecting a drought for next year. This was the conservative nature of many farmers of the past, but I have 
seen fruits of these lessons come true, there has been many times I was glad I had two year and even three-
year-old hay. The point I am trying to make is not to be wasteful when feeding and storing hay. Here are some 
tips for reducing feeding loss this winter. 

• Choose well drained feeding areas-When choosing a location for winter feeding choose well drained 
soils with slight to moderated slopes, this will aid in surface water drainage. Ridge tops and nolls that 
face the south are good winter-feeding sites. 

• Consider investing in stone- Heavy use area pads can be gravel or concrete. Gravel pads are 
constructed with less than 4% slope and geotextile fabric is installed below the stone to avoid sinking 
and loss of stone. These pads are an asset for winter feeding but can be costly, but hay saving can be 
well worth the investment. It is important to remember that when you install a heavy use area pad to 
have a plan for manure management. 

• Use proper feeders- round bale feeders with solid bottom rings and cone shaped have been proved 
will worth the money. Most hay is spoiled from the bottom of the feeder through contamination of 
mud and manure. 

• Manage manure around feeders- when feeding animals in confined spaces it is important to keep 
manure scraped and feeding area clean. This not only prevents hay from being contaminated but it 
also helps prevent livestock diseases. 

 

 

  

  

     


