
 

Field Notes for The Week Of 

11-8-21 

A Sure Sign of Winter! 
 As we approach the first week of November, I would like to first say think you to all the veterans for 
their service as we approach Veterans Day this Thursday. Second, I would like to say think you to the Lord for 
providing some wonderful weather for farmers to continue grain harvest and complete some fall chores 
around the farm. This week as I wrapped up harvesting my last few fields of soybeans, I couldn’t help but 
notice the green carpet left over after the combine gleaned the fields. One would suspect or even say, well 
Richard must have broadcasted cover crops on before harvest! This is not the case (probably should be), the 
green carpet it actually winter annual weeds such as henbit, common chickweed, purple deadnettle, ground 
Ivey, and many other types. Winter annual weeds establish by seed and are prolific seed producers at that. 
Growing season for these plants starts in the fall and growth will continue throughout winter and flowering 
and seed drop will occur in early spring. This growth habit makes them one of the more challenging weeds to 
get control of. So, you might be thinking, why would you want to kill this natural cover crop? Yes, these plants 
are more less mother natures way of covering the land but that is about the only benefit that they have. Here 
are some reasons why controlling these weeds is a good idea and some steps that can be taken to do so. 
 

• Harvard for diseases and pest- Winter 
annual weeds such as purple deadnettle 
has been shown to Harvard pest such as 
soybean cyst nematodes, one of soybeans 
major yield robbing pest. Research has 
also shown that fields with higher amounts 
of winter annual populations will have 
more plant root borne diseases and 
pathogens that effect crops such as 
sudden death and charcoal root rot. 

• Prevent planting- These weeds can 
become so thick that they can prevent the 
soil from drying out and allow farmers to 
plant their crops. 

• Control early for the best results- Getting a head start on these weeds is critical for control. Fall 
applied herbicides such as 2-4-D, dicamba, and metribuzin have been shown very effective. Deep 
tillage is also a good method of control because these weeds produce very small seeds that cannot 
tolerate being buried too deep in the soil.  

 
    


