
 

Field Notes for The Week Of 

12-20-21 

Don’t Finish the Year Guessing! 
 This week marks the official beginning of winter, but the weather sure doesn’t show it, with December 
21st (first day of winter) forecasted to be on the mild side and dry! As we approach the end of the year, my 
field scouting has slowed considerably. This past week I attended my pesticide Inservice.  This is when all the 
agriculture educators come together to learn about the new curriculum for private pesticide and fertilizer 
applicator training. During the Inservice we discussed many different topics from pesticide storage safety to 
how to control ground hogs in your crop fields. One subject that was discussed among many of my co-
educators was the extreme rise in fertilizer and chemical prices. There was much discussion on how we should 
educate producers on fertility plans in 2022. One common theme among all of us was 2022 was no year to 
guess about your fertility plans. Years when fertilizer prices are low, farmers tend to put on extra fertilizer in 
hopes to boost yield in turn building up soil fertility. In lean years where prices for grain are low and fertilizer 
price are medium to high farmer tend to mine the fertility from the good years. Today I want to talk about a 
scenario that we as farmers are facing going into the 2022 growing season, higher priced crops with extremely 
high fertilizer prices. Soil testing has many benefits, in this case the main benefit is knowing what amount of 
nutrients are already in the soil allowing you to not guess and over or under apply.  Here are some factors that 
should be considered when soil testing. 

1. Be consistent on depth- When collecting your soil 
samples be consistent on probing the same depth 
each time. Testing the soil 6 inches is a common 
practice but this is actually meant for conventional 
tillage operations. Today many producers have 
switched to No-till and this means many of the 
nutrients are collected in the top 3 inches. Testing 
at a depth of 3-4 inches for No-till operations may 
be better suited for no-till farmers. 

2. Collecting soil samples before the soil freezes- Soil 
samples collected when the soil is moist, not too 
wet or too dry usually will result in the most 
accurate results. 

3. Use a plastic bucket for collecting samples- Placing soil in a aluminium, copper, or stainless steel 
bucket can throw off soil sample results leading to misinformation.  

4. Consider sampling by zones- This can be very beneficial in pasture operations. Avoid areas/zones 
where livestock congregated such as a tree, mineral feeder, and winter feeding area. The purpose in 
zone sampling is to appliy needed nutrients in areas that need it the most and not in areas that are 
already overloaded. 

5. Last but not least when in dout ask for help- If you are having trouble interpreting the soil test results 
call the extention office, I can help. 


