
 

Field Notes for The Week Of 

12-6-21 

Is Your Sprayer Ready for Winter? 
It is hard to believe but December is here and winter is just around the corner. The first week of 

December has been kind to Southern Ohio farmers. Pleasant weather with little to no precipitation allowed 
many producers to finish up corn and soybean harvest. While making my rounds around the county I took 
note that much of the fields have been gleaned and other field work taking place such as chopping corn stalks, 
tillage, manure applications, and hay being moved to winter feeding areas. I was able to talk to a few 
producers that informed me about their challenges of moving grain due to local elevators being full of grain, 
this is a good case of too much of a good thing. Some other concerns farmers are having is next years crop 
production budgets due to rising input cost. As the year winds down producers are getting ready for next 
year’s growing season, one producer I talked to was getting his sprayer winterized and ready for next years 
spraying season.  

 The sprayer is one of the most utilized pieces of machinery on the farm and it it very important to keep 
the sprayer in good working order for adequate chemical applications for proper results and preventing crop 
damage. After the spraying season is complete winterizing sprayers should take place to prevent damage 
durring winter storage, here are some tips for winterizing your sprayer. 

• Rinsing inside and out – Rinsing the 
sprayer system with clean water will help 
detach chemical residue fragments on the 
inside wall of the tank and the exterior of 
the sprayer. Chemicals used for crop 
production can be very corrosive causing 
rust on the frame of the sprayer, interior 
of pumps, and tank. 

• Use a cleaning agent- after rinsing with 
water, use a cleaning agent such as 
household cleaning ammonia. Mix a 
solution of 1 gal of ammonia to 100 gal of 
water through the sprayer tank then run 
the system. Once the solution has ran 
through the whole system, spray the 
solution on a field that has little to no chance to reach a water way or surface water. 

• Winterize- After the sprayer has been flushed, drain all the lines and make sure the pump has been 
drained and dried. Running thin graded oil through the pump or using automotive antifreeze can help 
prevent rusting and freezing of the pump. Before using antifreeze or oil read the owners manual of the 
sprayer to see if this is adequate and prevent pump damage. Remove nozzles and place them in a can 
of low grade oil.    


