
 

Field Notes for The Week Of 

4-11-2022 

Adams County Farmer going High Tech! 
I thought it was spring, or at least that is what the weather forecasters tell us! The week of April 4th 

through the 9th was a shock to my system, with cold wet days and even snow flurries! This past week was not 
the most productive week for producers in the county if anything it might have had some thinking about going 
back into hibernation. Farm work doesn’t stop during poor weather so there was still much work being done 
on the farm this week. As I made my rounds and farm visits this week there was little field work taking place 
other than feeding and tending to livestock, on the other hand many producers were preparing equipment for 
planting, cleaning sprayer equipment, and even installing new technology. I had the pleasure of visiting a local 
dairy farm to look at their newest technology upgrade.  Two robotic milkers were being installed on the farm. 
Robotic milkers have gained much traction in the dairy industry the last few years. With less and less producer 
milking cows not only on a local level but on a national level, producers are looking for more ways to become 
more sustainable, efficient, productive, and most of all financially successful. 

 Dairy production in Ohio and even nation wide has seen many challenges in the last 10 years, with 
market loss due to the everchanging consumer diets. More and more dairy farms across the county and to 
meet a growing demand for dairy products here locally and globally. According to the USDA census in 2020 the 
average American consumed 3 lbs./person of dairy products; this is an 19% increase in the last 30 years.  Due 
to the infrastructure changes in the dairy industry dairy farms are getting much larger and concentrated by 
area. In 2018 there were only 52 Ohio farms using robotic or automatic milking systems, this number is 
growing slowly due to the cost of products and fear of adjustment to the system. Primary reasons for dairy 
producers to adopt new automatic milking systems on the farm include, #1. Reduction in labor cost, #2. 
Flexibility in lifestyle, #3 Improvement in animal health. With any change on the farm the break-in and 
adjustment can be challenging especially in a routine stress farming operation like dairies.  Some of the 
challenges that farmers are facing as the transition to robotic miking system include #1. Producers learning 
how to use the system, #2 Training the cows, this takes time and patience and usually requires putting animals 
in smaller groups. #3 Nutrition adjustment, the key selling point on automatic milking systems is to adjust 
rations by production, this should include the help by a nutritionist. I believe that automatic milking systems 
are the future of dairy production.  Guidance and patience is critical in the transition period to avoid depletion 
in animal health. Farmers should build good relationships with veterinarians, nutritionist, and the company 
technician that is selling them the system. Dairy production can be a long and grueling lifestyle but a much 
rewarding lifestyle too.  Thank you for providing the safest wholesome dairy products in the world! 

 

 

 

 


