
 

 
Field Notes for The Week Of 

9-13-21 

Southern Rust In Corn 
As I make my rounds around Adams County, I am continuously watching the rapid maturing crops 

making their way to the finish line. For the most part the 2021 corn crop has been made and the grain is 
almost to black layer or relatively mature. In my field scouting I have been taking notice of a few diseases that 
has started to infect the corn crop at the final stages of growth. The two main diseases that I am seeing is 
Southern Rust and Northern Corn Leaf Blight. I want to discuss Southern Rust due to being a relatively new 
disease to our region. 

• What is it?- Southern Rust is caused by a fungus called Puccinia polysora. The fungus will form 
very small rusty orange pustules on the up surface of the leaf blade. When you rub the pustules 
with your fingers, it will leave a rusty color on your fingers. 

• Where does it come from? - Southern rust is a tropical disease and is very prevalent in the 
deep southern portion of the United States. Fungus spores travel in the weather system. When 
weather fronts come from the south due to hurricanes or tropical storms, spores can be 
present in the weather system. Southern Rust cannot overwinter so in most cases it is a late 
season disease that infects the corn later in the growing season. 

• Does it effect yield? – Later planted corn are more at risk than earlier planted corn that has 
fully developed.  If infection occurs earlier in the growing season a fungicide application may be 
warranted. Sever infections can reduce yield and have dramatic effect on test weight. 

• How to treat or prevent- Planting resistant varieties is a good practice to reduce effects of 
southern rust. Fungicides that can be used that have a rating of very good include Headline, 
Quilt Excel, Fortix, Approach Prima, and Stratego YLD.  

  

 

  

  

  

 

  

 


