
 

Field Notes for The Week Of 9-19-2022 

Are You Planning on Keeping Back Heifers? 
 Warm and Dry, that has summed up the weather in last 10 days. I and many farmers are very thankful 
for dryer conditions as well! This past week was a very busy week for many producers across the county. From 
making hay, to seeding hay, the fields were abuzz with tractor going in every different direction. It is 
unfortunate that maybe the best hay making weather we have seen all year has to come at the end of the 
season when most of our forages are low in growth and over ran.  My summer annuals such as foxtail, just as 
one wise producer once said it does beat snowballs! But as you make those last cutting make sure prepare 
that forage for winter by feeding it a little. Applying 30-40 units of potash per ton of estimated yield and 15 
units of phosphorus per ton of yield is a good practice to help forages survive winter.  Control weeds in the 
spring and establish a quicker growth in the spring.  In my field scouting efforts this week I was amazed with 
the pace in which the crops are maturing, many corn fields are at black layers and hovering around 28-30% 
moisture. Corn silage harvest is moving along nicely, and yields seem to be coming in at average to above 
average. Soybeans continue to mature and leave drop is beginning in most fields. The stink bug population 
continues to be high, but drier weather might help. What would help the most is if temperatures would cool 
down! Burley Tobacco harvest continues on, but many are finishing up that last bit. Feeder calf market 
continue to be full, and yards are reporting some very impressive prices for 500lb + feeder calves. This past 
Thursday night I conducted my yearly BQA workshop and this year’s topics included feed processing /handling, 
and heifer development. With the cattle prices improving many producers might be keeping more heifer this 
year than normal. Most producers routinely keep heifers every year for replacements but some pick and 
choose different years to keep heifers based on prices and space on the farm. Here are a few considerations 
when keeping and developing heifers on the farm. 

1. Keep 20% of Heifers out of your group of feeder calves at weaning time and then select again at 1 year 
of age. 

2. Select based on future goals and operation’s needs.  A traditional method of choosing heifer is based 
on size. Weaning weight is often a reference point used to make selection. Larger heifer usually breeds 
earlier and milk heavier in their life span. The potential risk of selecting only large frame heifer is the 
future growth could prevent her from 
staying in the heard by becoming over 
conditioned and breaking down of the 
udder. Also look at your ability to feed 
larger framed cattle. By choosing large-
framed heifer and selecting bulls for heavy 
weaning weights, you could be spending 
much more on your feed bill to sustain the 
heard over their life time. 

  

 


