
 

Field Notes for The Week Of 

9-20-21 

Pest Pressure In Late Planted Soybeans 
As I make my rounds around Adams County, I am continuously watching the rapid maturing of field 

crops. Producers are struggling to stay ahead of the corn silage harvest due to the rapid maturing of the corn 
crop. Soybeans have begun to lose many of their leaves and pods are drying down. I would guess that many 
soybean acres will begin to be harvested in the next 7-14 days. I have continued to scout for late season pest 
in double crop soybeans and late planted soybeans. Many of the soybeans planted after winter wheat harvest 
or late June are just now reaching the R-3 stage, this is when pods just start to develop, and the bean is not 
fully developed. This is a critical time for soybeans and many factors can greatly affect yield and quality. 
Environmental factors such as moisture and amount of daylight is usually the main the yield limiting factor for 
late planted soybeans. However, there is another factor that can greatly affect yields and quality and that is 
pest pressure. With the day remaining warm and humid insects like the brown marmorated stink bug, 
grasshoppers, and the bean leaf beetle have exploded in population. One of the main pests that I have been 
keeping my eye out on is the Brown Marmorated stink bug (BMSB). In this issue of field notes I want to discuss 
this pesky pest in detail. 

• What is it and how to ID- There are many different types of stink bugs but just as the name 
refers this stink bug is brown to light tan in nature has a shield shaped body and adults are 
about the size of a human thumb finger nail. The underside of their body is white in color 
mottled with brown or grey spots. A key identifier is their red eyes. Just like other stink bugs, 
when disturbed or injured they will release a musky foul smell. 
 

• Life Cycle- The Adults BMSB will overwinter in houses, barns, 
wood piles beginning to migrate to these areas in late 
September through October. The next season they will emerge 
and beginning in May they will start to mate and then lay eggs 
on the underside of leaves on host plants which include 175 
different crop plants grown in the U.S. One adult can lay up to 
400 eggs 
 

• Does it affect yield? –  The answer is yes but not only yield but 
quality. BMSB have been known to feed on soybean pods 
created shriveled beans and stay green syndrome that is more 
prevalent on field edges. 

  

 


