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Cover Cropping in a Different Way 

Hello, my Name is Richard Purdin with OSU Extension, Ag and Natural Resource 
Educator and Community Development Educator for Adams County. I hope to better 
inform local producers and the public of the latest news in the world of agriculture. The 
weather roller coaster ride continues from wearing overalls and winter clothing one 
week to wearing t-shirts the next, the weather can’t seem to make up its mind! This past 
week was another fantastic week to continue corn and soybean harvest. Another cool 
down is on its way and maybe even some moisture with it (keeping my fingers crossed). 
Soil moisture conditions have dropped dramatically in the last month and the landscape 
is showing it. This past week was a very busy week, from visiting farmers in the field to 
taking some time to treat some Hemlock trees at Canters Cave 4-H Camp for Hemlock 
Woolly Adelgid. The Hemlock Woolly Adelgid is an aphid like pest that can kill a mature 
hemlock tree in 5-10 years after infestation occurs. As I made my rounds across the 
county, I have estimated about 55-60% of the soybeans have been harvested and 
roughly 35-40% of the corn has been harvested. Yields are still coming in strong, but 
some later planted beans are showing lower trends in yields. With the drier conditions 
farmers are getting other need task done as well, spreading manure, fall tillage, 
waterway construction, fence building. Livestock farmers are staying busy keeping 
animals fed as pastures burn up! Burley tobacco producers are expressing concern as 
the dry weather is preventing stripping and curing conditions have created light colored 
tobacco. Winter Wheat continues to be dusted in, but germination is very slow 
according to the USDA October 24th crop progress report for Ohio 84% of the winter 
wheat crop has been planted but only 33% has emerged, this is behind the five-year 
average of 55%.  

As harvest continues on farmers spirits seem to be good as yields come in strong 
combined with favorable weather but there are many concerns from markets to global 
unrest and even drought concerns if rain continues to fizzle out! But across the board 
one of the main concerns keeping farmers up at night is input cost this past week I 
reached out to Berry Ward (OSU Extension, Leader Production Business Management 
Director) about current budgets for corn, soybeans, and wheat. Average Ohio Farm total 
cost of production for corn will be $6.00/bushel, soybeans = $12.80/bushel, and wheat = 
$8.00/bushel. Every operation is different, but one thing is for sure budgets will be tight 
come for the 2023 growing season! Uptick in cost has had a few producers cut back on 



practices such as cover crops as well, but is that the right choice? It is no secret that 
cover crops have many benefits but at the end of the day when the wallet is empty the 
cover crops stay in the bag in the warehouse (fundamental economics). But if you do 
have some extra income to spend this fall, it is not too late to invest in the land by 
planting cover crops. So, when I am not tracing around the countryside bothering 
farmers, I am research different methods to improve economics on the farm. I came 
across an article in my Crops and Soil magazine called cutting Input cost with living 
mulch and cover crops. Here are the basic nuts and bolts from the article you can chew 
on with your morning coffee! 

1. If it is good for pastures why not the corn field? Kura clover and white 
Dutch clover have been known to help boost grass growth in pastures and 
cut the use of nitrogen almost in half. Research has shown that by 
topdressing or enter seeding corn in a stand of Kura clover can reduce 
nitrogen inputs in half. 

2. Just because clover is there doesn’t mean the nitrogen is available- 
Legumes like red, Kura, and white clover can fix as much as 180 units of 
nitrogen in the soil, but the plants roots have to die or slough off to release 
the nitrogen SLOWLY! 

3. Don’t expect to win the yield contest- Research has shown that by 
planting corn in a living mulch of cover crops doesn’t always produce high 
yields but when done correctly input cost can be reduced to almost 50%. 
This begs the question, are you striding for yield or income? 

4. Other benefits pay as well- Planting cover crops not only provide 
nutrients, but they also provide a home for biological life that help create 
soil, improve water infiltration, and alleviate compaction. Erosion 
prevention is one of the key paybacks, with the use of cover crops, surface 
soil erosion can almost be eliminated completely. The next time you pay 
your real estate taxes think about all the soil that you are paying for that 
has left the farm, sitting at the bottom of the Gulf of Mexico. 

5. Don’t forget about weeds- If there is one thing weed love the most, it is 
an open field to live in. Nicholas Basinger, weed scientist with the 
university of Georgia explained that with the use of living cover crop 
mulches there has been a 70% decrease in Palmer Amaranth populations. 
Dates to remember 

• NRCS EQIP Cost Share Program sign up deadline is November 14th Call (937) 
544-2033 to make an appointment. 

• USDA Organic Certification Cost Share Program application due by October 31, 
2022, call (937) 544-2033 to learn more. 

Ag Educator Words of encouragement – “The farmer is the only man in our economy who 
buys everything at retail, sells everything at wholesale, and pays the freight both ways” – 
President John F. Kennedy 


