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Don’t let Weeds Eat Your Profits 
Hello, my Name is Richard Purdin with OSU Extension, Ag and Natural Resource 

Educator and Community Development Educator for Adams County. I hope to better 
inform local producers and the public of the latest news in the world of agriculture. 
Mother nature is stepping on the breaks this week, with wet and cooler than normal 
temperatures, many producers refer to these day as being strawberry winter or 
blackberry winter. Even with the cooler and wet conditions dominating this week’s 
weather, corn and soybean planting has still made great progress in the last few weeks 
with 50-60% of the corn planted and emerging very well. As I make my rounds around 
the county, conducting my field scouting I have been able to scout a few corn and 
soybean fields emerged and growing. Some early season pest and nutrient deficiencies 
are showing up such as phosphorus deficiency (purpling of young leaves), slug feeding 
on foliage, and white grub feeding on young seedling roots. I have also noticed quite a 
bit of wildlife damage, mainly Canada geese and crow feeding on young corn seedlings. 
Our forages continue to grow and mature at a rapid pace, this is causing many forage 
producers some heart ach as quality degrades every day the forage is not harvested. 
Some forage heights and estimated dry matter yield that I have recorded across the 
county are as follows -Pure Alfalfa- Late bud, 30 inches tall = 7000-7,500 lbs./acre of dry 
matter yield. Orchard grass/clover mix- 28inches tall= 5,500-6000lbs./acre of dry matter 
yield. Tall Fescue based pasture – 25 inches tall = 5600-6000lbs./acre of dry matter 
yield. 

With plenty of moisture and longer days crops are growing very well, but the crops 
are not the only thing enjoying the spring weather, weeds are also having a party 
(particularly in my garden) as I write this article. Today I want to touch briefly on some 
considerations and even new methods of controlling weeds in today ever-changing 
environment. Weeds have always been a challenge for farmers, from reducing crop 
yields to causing illnesses in livestock, weeds can really be a thorn in the farmers’ side! 

To successfully control weeds on your farm you must first know what a weed is, 
weeds and commonly defined as a plant out of place or growing in an area unwanted, 
for instance corn can be a weed if it is in your soybean field or even vise versa. Weeds 
are plants that thrive in disturbed areas competing for sunlight, water, nutrients, and 
space. As you begin to scout and evaluate your row crop, hay, pasture, and gardens for 
possible weed growth, you will need to get to know your weeds, I am not advocating 
taking some coffee to the field and having a chat with the weeds! Rather pull up the 
weed and take a good look at it, if you need assistance Identifying the weed call your 



Extension educator for assistance. The only way you can successfully control a weed is 
to know what the weed is. Weeds are no different than their counterparts (crops) that 
have been chosen for their unique growth and uses for food and fiber, they both have a 
growth cycle. Annual growth habits can be winter or summer annuals, their growth 
consist of one full year and once seed is produced growth will end. Biannual take two 
seasons to complete their growth and reproduction. Then there are the tricky ones, 
perennials which live indefinitely, perennials are classified as stationary or creeping, 
stationary reproduce mainly from seed while creeping can produce from modified under 
ground root structures such as rhizomes or corms. Perennials can also have above 
ground keeping stems call stollens that allow plants to spread across the surface of the 
soil covering everything in their path. Once you know the life cycle of the weed you can 
better understand how to control it, timing of control practices should be based on the 
vulnerable time of the plant growth cycle.  

 Once you know what weeds you have and how they grow you need to evaluate 
how they got there! This will take some investigating and sometimes the answer is 
simple and sometimes not so much. Weeds can come to a farm in many ways, through 
uncleaned equipment, creeks and streams, uncertified seed, winds, wildlife, and 
livestock (purchasing cattle with cocklebur curlers). When you know how weeds enter 
the farm you can shut the gate and better prevent it from happing again. Estimating the 
density of the weed population is another factor to consider, the goal is to arrive at a 
balance between birth of new seeds and death to control weed populations. No matter 
how hard one try’s elimination of all weeds will never come to be, rather a producer 
should keep population low enough to eliminate competition with crops and yield drags. 
Weed species have adapted overtime to overcome mans control methods, therefore we 
see weeds that grow well in shade, resist cultivation, extended growing period, different 
reproduction, soil fertility, and herbicide resistance. 

 My last thoughts on weed control is don’t rely on one tool in the toolbox, relying 
heavily on herbicide use will only work for so long until that tool becomes ineffective. 
Rather be creative with your toolbox, take it from a young farmer (some would call 
unprepared) a lot can be accomplished with a pare of locking pliers and a screwdriver! 
What I mean by this is that when we use the tools at the right time at the right rate and 
then rotate, weed control will not be big of a thorn in your side! Good luck controlling 
those weeds in 2022. 

Some other details to go over. 

• Crop planting certification with USDA FSA – July 15th. 

• Forestry Stewardship Field Night June 7th at 6:30pm located at Phipps Family 
Farm 1092 Vaughn Ridge Road West Union, Ohio 45693. Call the office at (937) 
544-2339 to RSVP. 
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