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Making Breeding Season More Efficient 
Hello, my Name is Richard Purdin with OSU Extension, Ag and Natural Resource 

Educator and Community Development Educator for Adams County. I hope to better 
inform local producers and the public of the latest news in the world of agriculture. Time 
flies when you are having fun! Last week I witnessed many young folks have plenty of 
fun at the Adam County Fair. In my opinion this year’s fair was a major success. It was 
wonderful to see a great turnout by the community to support the youth as they showed 
the projects that they worked so hard to raise, tend to, construct, and produce. You 
couldn’t ask for better weather for the fair too, with low humidity and near normal 
temperatures. Some parts of the county did see some rain and a few acres of hay did 
get some rain on it, but no large rain events took place. Even with the busyness of the 
fair I did manage to make a few field visits regarding yellowing of corn and soybeans, 
after investigation I concluded that the soybeans and corn were deficient in potassium. 
This is common to see in compacted areas or edges of the field, where fertility is lower, 
or root growth is restricted. Potassium deficiency takes place when plant roots are 
restricted in taking up soluble potassium, this can also happen during times of drought 
or dry periods during the summer. Symptoms of potassium deficiency include yellowing 
of the outside margins of older plant leaves. Many producers are wrapping up their 
second round of herbicide application on soybeans, giant ragweed, water hemp, and 
giant foxtail seems to be some of the big weed issues across the county. Corn is 
beginning to tassel, and silks are forming very well, rains and cool nights are critical for 
proper pollination. Second cutting of Alfalfa is almost wrapped up and the third cutting 
will soon be ready. Wrapper tobacco and burley tobacco topping has begun, and the 
leaf quality looks very good. Sheep producers are beginning their breeding season and 
beef cattle producers are wrapping up breeding season. For the most part producers 
still use the traditional method of using a bull to get their cows bred but some have 
started to adopt Artificial insemination to get the job done. Today I wanted to discuss 
why AI might be a good fit for your operation and some consideration before jumping in. 

In the last 10 years the beef industry has become more comfortable with the use 
of AI as breeding tool in their beef operation. According to the last USDA National 
Animal Health Monitoring service, 11.6% of beef operations adopted AI on their farm 
operations in 2017 with an average of 4% increase every 10 years. AI can help making 
breeding schedules and calving seasons tighter and also allow you to diversify your 
genetics, making key genetic improvements in your heard without the extra expense 
and management of keeping a bull on the farm. Research has also shown that many 



smaller herds (less than 50 head) are more likely to adopt AI due to the logistical hassle 
of having a bull on the farm. If you are thinking about trying AI on your farm, here are 
some steps for success. 

1. Make sure your cows are fit to breed- This is important no matter if you 
are breeding them or the bull. Body condition scores should be between 5 
and 6 for mature cows and 6-6.5 for heifers. Vaccination and deworming 
should take place before breeding season begins. Calling the veterinarian 
to palpate and evaluate the reproductive tract of young heifers prior to 
breeding season can help you make culling decision and avoid spending 
time and resources on heifer that will not breed or shouldn’t be bred. 

2. Use estrous detection tools- Breeding indicator patches placed ton the 
tell head of the cow can be helpful in now which cow is being mounted. 
Use of Controlled intravaginal drug release (CIDIRs) to help bring cows 
into heat has become very popular I tighten up the breeding window and 
also synchronization.  

3. Have realistic goals- 100% breeding goals are great in theory but shoot 
for 50% of the herd to be bred in a 10-day window- this might not sound 
good, but it is still better than a bull can do mainly due to the cows’ 
behaviors not the bulls ability. It is possible to have 70% or more of your 
cows bred to calve in a 20–30-day window. 

Artificial Insemination can be a great tool to tighten up the calving season, 
increase weaning weights, maintain cow health, reduce cost of maintaining a bull, and 
enhance herd genetics at a minimal cost. With all the benefits of AI comes challenges 
too! Artificial insemination takes practice, extra management steps, and addition 
education needed. Fortunately, I can help with the education part, coming up this 
September I will be putting on an AI School, located the Jackson Research Farm, this 
will be a great learning opportunity with hands on practices. To learn more contact me.  

Some other details to go over  

• Southwest Corn Growers- Agronomy field Day will be held August 16th, 2022. 
Contact Ken Ford with ANR Educator for Fayette County OSU Extension for more 
details. Phone- 740-335-1150 or email at ford.70@osu.edu 

• September 26-28, this three-day Artificial Insemination training will be located at 
the Jackson Research Farm, 19 Standpipe Road, Jackson Ohio. There is a $100 
fee for the course. Registrations will be held to the first 20 producers.  To learn 
how to register contact me at (937) 544-2339 or Purdin.19@osu.edu 

Ag Educator Words of Wisdom – “To be a farmer is to be a student forever, for 
each day brings something new”- John Connell 


