Monitor for Fall Armyworms

Fall armyworms are reporting higher numbers in monitoring traps throughout Ohio than
typical over the past few years. Though it’s too early to declare an outbreak, it is something
to be scouting for in your fields. | have had a few calls in different corn fields regarding fall
armyworms here in Adams County. The following is an article from the C.O.R.N. Newsletter,
written by Kelley Tilmon, Amy Raudenbush, Andy Michel, James Morris, and Curtis Young,
CCA.

Fall armyworm migrates into Ohio during the latter part of summer and could cause
problems into late summer. Unlike the true armyworm that only feeds on grasses (i.e., corn,
wheat, forage grasses), the fall armyworm has well over 100 different types of plants upon
which it feeds including many types of grass but also alfalfa, soybeans, pasture grasses,
millet, and several vegetables. As a result, we encourage farmers to be aware of feeding
damage in their fields, especially forage crop fields, where we saw a lot of action in 2021.

Fall armyworms are much easier to kill when they are smaller, and feeding accelerates
rapidly as they grow, so early detection is important. Look for egg masses glued not only to
vegetation but to structures like fence posts. Egg masses have a fluffy-looking

cover. When the cover is peeled back, eggs are pearly and tan when new, and turn darker
as they approach egg-hatch.

Fall armyworm caterpillars vary in color from greenish to tan to dark brown with stripes
along the body. They can be easily confused with other species, but a good identifier is an
inverted white “Y” shape behind the head. Another species, true armyworm, feeds at night
but fall armyworms will feed during the day.

Insecticides will not penetrate egg masses well; it’s best to spray caterpillars when they are
less than 3 inches long, at which point most armyworm-labeled pyrethroids will kill them
reasonably well. For larger caterpillars, products containing chlorantraniliprole will provide
longer residuals which may help with control of the harder-to-kill caterpillars over 34
inches.

In forages, a threshold that can be used is 2-3 fall armyworm larvae per sq foot. If larvae
are smaller (less than 32 inch), they can still do a lot of feeding and are worth treating with
an insecticide application. An early cut can help limit damage to the alfalfa, but one must
check the field for survivors. If survivors are abundant, an insecticide application may be
warranted to protect nearby fields. Armyworms get their name from moving in large bodies
(marching) to new feeding areas.

In corn, armyworms can randomly feed on leaves, with holes occurring throughout the leaf
surface. The more damaging stage is when they feed on developing silks and kernels after



entering the ear. Once they enter the ear, control by insecticides is much more difficult.
Most Bt corn varieties with above-ground protection are labeled for armyworm control, but
resistance to several Bt traits has appeared in the US. While we have not found Bt
resistance in armyworms in Ohio, we would recommend growers scout ALL corn (Bt or non-
Bt) for any evidence of damage or resistance.

Fall armyworm does not overwinter in Ohio. Moths come up from the South early in the
season and temporarily colonize the area, especially in grassy areas. The current
caterpillars are second-generation. If we have a warm fall, we could possibly see a
problem third generation, especially in forage, cover crops, and winter wheat planted
before the fly-free date. Because of this, scouting for fall armyworms should continue for
the rest of the season. Closely observe hay and pasture crops even after cutting or grazing,
especially where the crop is heavily damaged. Additional treatment later might be
necessary. Moths prefer light-colored surfaces for egg-laying. Check fence rails, fence
posts, and tree limbs in and around pastures and hayfields.

Hay fields with infestation that are near harvest should be harvested as early as practical,
and then the regrowth closely monitored for fall armyworm activity. In Kentucky, the fall
armyworms have been reported to be present in hayfields after harvesting the crop off. This
and the fact that we could get another generation if the fall is long and warm are reasons to
continue monitoring closely.

Badly damaged alfalfa or grass hay fields should be cut and then rested the rest of this fall
with no fall cutting. Fertilize according to soil test recommendations. Monitor the regrowth
closely to catch any re-infestation that occurs. Established alfalfa should come back from
fall armyworm damage. Recovery of the cool-season perennial grasses will depend on the
relative severity of the damage, the overall health of the stand going into the infestation,
and how many young tillers were not consumed. It is hard to predict how they will recover,
time will tell.

If you have any questions regarding fall armyworm or need assistance with identifying this
pest or damage, please contact the extension office at 937-544-2339 or email
stoneking.24@osu.edu

Upcoming Events & Reminders

August 22nd- Beef & Forage Field Night at the Jackson Agricultural Research Station from
5:00-8:30 pm. Topics include Minimizing Risk while Optimizing Profit with Stocker Cattle,
Pinkeye Update, Conservation Practices for Manure Related Resources Concerns, and
Beef Cattle Nutrition. Cost to attend is $15 (includes dinner) and registration is required.
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Register by calling Jackson County’s Extension office at 740-688-5029. Beef Quality
Assurance credit is available during this field night.

August 27th- Fall Weed Management workshop from 5:30-7:00 pm at the Adams County
Extension Office. Fall is one of the best times to control biennial and perennial weeds in
lawns and forages. Join Adams County Extension to learn about fall weed management to
be prepared for control this season. Call 937-544-2339 to register for this free workshop.

Beef BBQ- September 5"- Tickets are available at the extension office!

Farm Science Review- September 17-19"- Tickets are not available at the office yet but will
be soon! Please call the office to check if we have tickets before stopping by. Tickets will be
$10 at the office or $15 at the gate.



