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EPA Takes Action to Provide Accurate Risk Information to Consumers, Stop False
Labeling on Products

EPA is issuing guidance to registrants of glyphosate to ensure clarity on labeling of the chemical on
their products. EPA will no longer approve product labels claiming glyphosate is known to cause
cancer — a false claim that does not meet the labeling requirements of the Federal Insecticide,
Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA). The State of California’s much criticized Proposition 65 has
led to misleading labeling requirements for products, like glyphosate, because it misinforms the public
about the risks they are facing. This action will ensure consumers have correct information, and is
based on EPA’s comprehensive evaluation of glyphosate.

"It is irresponsible to require labels on products that are inaccurate when EPA knows the product does
not pose a cancer risk. We will not allow California’s flawed program to dictate federal policy,” said
EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler. “It is critical that federal regulatory agencies like EPA relay to
consumers accurate, scientific based information about risks that pesticides may pose to them. EPA’s
notification to glyphosate registrants is an important step to ensuring the information shared with the
public on a federal pesticide label is correct and not misleading.”

In April, EPA took the next step in the review process for glyphosate. EPA found — as it has before —
that glyphosate is not a carcinogen, and there are no risks to public health when glyphosate is used in
accordance with its current label. These scientific findings are consistent with the conclusions of
science reviews by many other countries and other federal agencies.

On Feb. 26, 2018, the United States District Court for the Eastern District of California issued a
preliminary injunction stopping California from enforcing the state warning requirements involving
glyphosate’s carcinogenicity, in part on the basis that the required warning statement is false or
misleading. The preliminary injunction has not been appealed and remains in place.

California’s listing of glyphosate as a substance under Proposition 65 is based on the International
Agency on the Research for Cancer (IARC) classifying it as “probably carcinogenic to humans.”
EPA’s independent evaluation of available scientific data included a more extensive and relevant
dataset than IARC considered during its evaluation of glyphosate, from which the agency concluded
that glyphosate is “not likely to be carcinogenic to humans.” EPA’s cancer classification is consistent
with many other international expert panels and regulatory authorities.

Registrants with glyphosate products currently bearing Proposition 65 warning language should submit
draft amended labeling that removes this language within 90 days of the date of the letter.
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Sudden Oak Death on Rhododendrons

The Ohio State University Extension and partners are available to assist with monitoring and removal
of rhododendrons and lilacs potentially infected with sudden oak death

On July 16, the Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODA), in coordination with the USDA Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service (USDA-APHIS) issued a press release indicating that sudden oak
death caused by Phytophthora ramorum was detected on rhododendron and lilac plants shipped to Wal-
Mart and Rural King stores throughout the state. We have since learned that potentially infected plants
were shipped to Wal-Mart and Rural King stores in the following southeastern Ohio cities: Athens,
Chillicothe, Gallipolis, Jackson, Logan, Marietta, New Boston, Saint Clairsville, South Point, Waverly,
West Union, and Zanesville.

Ohio State University Extension, the Ohio Department of Natural Resources Division of Forestry, U.S.
Forest Service, and local Soil and Water Conservation Districts are working with the ODA and USDA
APHIS to provide support to customers who purchased rhododendron plants from Wal-Mart or Rural
King stores with the potential to spread sudden oak death to native woodlands in the region.
Phytophthora ramorum, the pathogen that causes sudden oak death, has resulted in widespread
mortality of oaks and other species in coastal areas of California and Oregon.

Even though there are no known instances of sudden oak death establishment in eastern forests, it is
important to reduce the possibility of this potentially deadly disease from becoming established in our
oak-dominated forests in southeastern Ohio. Oak trees contribute greatly to Ohio’s $26 billion forest
products industry, provide vital habitat for many wildlife species, and are important for tourism in
southeastern Ohio.

The ODA and partners are encouraging homeowners who purchased rhododendron or lilac plants from
Wal-Mart or Rural King (March 1 to June 1) to monitor the plant for signs of disease, including leaf
spots and shoot dieback and to properly dispose of the plants. The recommended method of disposal is
double-bagging, including the root ball, in heavy duty trash bags for disposal into a sanitary landfill.
Do not compost or dispose of the plant material in municipal yard waste. Garden tools used on any
affected plants should be sanitized with 10% bleach solution (one-part bleach to nine-parts water) for
30 minutes.

If you think you purchased any of these potentially infected plants, contact (list specific individual
contact with email and phone) for assistance with reporting, monitoring, and proper disposal of

potentially infected plants. You can also visit the following site to learn more about sudden oak death
and submit a report: http://go.osu.edu/SuddenOakDeath.

Dates to Remember
Aug. 22 Beef and Forage Field Night at Research Farm in Jackson.

Sept. 9 Pesticide and Fertilizer Testing at the Old Y at noon. Register online at
http://pested.osu.edu or call Ohio Department of Agriculture at 800-282-1955.
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