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Adams County Fair 
 

Another Adams County Fair is in the books.  The weather wasn’t perfect, but I have been to 
several Adams County Fairs that were wetter and some that were much hotter.  I think most 
people would take the weather that we had during the fair for most fairs in July. 
 
The cap for the fair, on the Jr. Fair side of the fair, is always the sale of the projects.  Both 
Friday and Saturday saw the exhibitors bring their projects to the sale ring and as always the 
many supporters of the sale showed up.  The businesses that support the sale in Adams County 
are outstanding.  Please take the time to thank them for being there regardless if they 
purchased your project or not.  All bidders make it a good sale. 
 
I recently saw a post on Facebook that had the name of an online business attached with a note 
that read something like this, they will not be the business that sponsors your little league 
team, or in this case be at the Jr. Fair Sale.  The best way to thank those businesses is to do 
business with them. 

 
The Ohio Noxious Weed Law - A Tool in the Prevention of Waterhemp and 

Palmer Amaranth 
 
For the past few years we have discussed issues with several weeds being a problem to control 
and deal with in crops and other places throughout Southern Ohio.  In more recent years 
Waterhemp and Palmer Amaranth have topped the list when it comes to concerns for weeds that 
can be a nightmare to deal with. The following addresses some of the issues and things to do to 
prevent the spread of these weeds.  Dr. Mark Loux, OSU Extension Weed Specialist provided 
this information in the most recent CORN Newsletter this week. 
 
Waterhemp and Palmer amaranth are both now listed on the Ohio noxious weed law, which 
means that landowners must take steps to control infestations and prevent further spread.  Since 
these are annual weeds, preventing spread is achieved by preventing plants from reaching 
maturity and producing seed.  This is the basis for our “No pigweed left behind” effort, for 
which the goal is to create an understanding that the only way to beat these weeds is to prevent 
seed.  Prevention needs to occur in any area that might be subject to infestation, such as 
roadsides, parks, conservation seedings, parks, etc, in addition to agricultural fields.  The entities 
managing these areas are responsible for recognizing and controlling infestations of waterhemp  
 



and Palmer amaranth, but this does not always occur.  Not everyone involved in crop production 
or land management is aware of the waterhemp/Palmer problem to begin with, and many 
managers are busy enough that preventing noxious weed problems has low priority.  
 
Our advice is to pay attention to what’s happening in your area or in the areas that you farm, 
with the goal of becoming aware of new infestations early enough that plant maturity and seed 
can still be prevented, regardless of where they may be occurring.  We recommend as a first step 
contacting the land manager or owner to explain the issue, make them aware that they have an 
infestation, and request that action be taken.  However, where it’s not possible to have this 
conversation, or there is a refusal to take action, the Ohio noxious weed law can be used to try to 
force action.  A two-page summary of the noxious weed law that can be found here on the OSU 
Ag Law Blog, and also links directly to the law itself.  
 
The basic idea here is that following an unsuccessful attempt to work with a landowner or 
manager, noxious weed issues should be reported to township trustees, and this must be done in 
writing.  The trustees then have the responsibility to deal with the issue, and the method for 
doing so varies depending upon what the land is used for and who is managing it.  If it’s  
necessary to use the noxious weed law, be sure to start the process early enough in summer, well 
before potential seed production.  There is a need to allow time for all of the steps in the process 
to occur, and for notifications to be received and acted on (or not).  Our experience is that not all 
landowners and managers will take action upon first notification, and in addition to action, their 
response to notification can include minimal response of protesting their need to act.  Waiting 
too late to start the process can result in lack of resolution of these issues in time to prevent plant 
maturity and seed production.  The noxious weed law has been used several times within the last 
two years to force managers to control Palmer amaranth, and could be used to accomplish the 
same for waterhemp, which was recently added to the list.  Consider the law a tool to prevent the 
establishment and spread of these weeds when other methods are ineffective. 
 

Hemp Information 
 
Growing Hemp is now the hot topic, at least in Kentucky.  Ohio has not yet legalized the growing of 
this crop.  It is in the works, but not yet.  That does not change things when it comes to interest.  
During the fair that discussion came up more than once. 
 
There are two opportunities, that I am aware of, to learn more about growing hemp in the near future.  
The first one is this Friday, July 19 near Augusta Kentucky.  Contact the Mason Co. Extension Office 
to register at 606-564-6808.  The second one is in Lexington on August 21.  You can go online to 
search for this registration. 
 
We will offer the same informational meetings here in Southern Ohio once things are approved in 
Ohio.  These meetings are discussing how to grow it, the actual production. 
 

Dates to Remember 
Aug. 22 Beef and Forage Night in Jackson  

https://farmoffice.osu.edu/sites/aglaw/files/site-library/Noxious%20weed%20law%20bulletin.pdf

