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Hay Making Tips 

With the Adams County Fair just a few days away, most of the first cutting hay has already been made 
this year.  However, with the wet season some parts of the county has experienced this spring/summer 
it is not all finished.  The following comes from a recent Beef Blog post from VitaFerm. 

Some livestock producers will attest that they are not raising livestock, but rather a high-quality forage; 
the livestock is simply a by-product of the land. However, some land and environmental factors 
prohibit grazing fresh forages. And, when forages are at a surplus in the summer time, it makes sense 
to harvest those forages in the form of hay to store the forages when feed resources become scarcer, 
perhaps in late fall and winter. 

However, making quality hay isn’t just as simple as mowing down a field, and making bales. It 
requires basic knowledge of the life cycle of the plants to know how to capture the optimum nutrient 
value. And, it helps to have some ideal weather conditions to get the task completed. 

According to the National Forage and Grassland Curriculum based out of Oregon State University, 
there are five key considerations when properly harvesting and storing hay: First, harvest or cut the hay 
at first bloom also known as heading or the anthesis stage. Second, maintain the leaves that contain the 
best nutrition. Next, rapidly dry the hay to 15-20% moisture. Fourth, maintain the forage’s green color, 
which indicates minimal deterioration. And finally, store the hay in a place where it is protected from 
further deterioration to maximize nutrients and palatability. 

Since 2/3 of the plant’s protein is found in the leaves, it is important to find a forage with good leaves 
that will stay on the plant once it is harvested. Although yield increases as the plant matures, both 
nutrient value and palatability are at their peak at anthesis, so finding the right time to cut or swath hay 
becomes an art. 

Cut the hay so that baling becomes simpler and the ability for it to dry is maximized. Most swathers 
cut the hay into wide windrows that help facilitate drying while waiting to be baled. Keep the stubble 
relatively high, which also helps air circulate around the hay, and helps it dry faster. 

Most grasses and forages contain up to 90% moisture, so it could take a few days to dry they hay down 
to 15-20% moisture. If you need to “rake” the hay into windrows that will help speed up the drying 
process, but be cautious, as that also removes the leaves, the main nutrient source from the hay. 

The green color of your forages indicate nutrient values are still present, and mold is not present. Sun 
can bleach the hay, which also removes nutrients. If your hay turns white or brown, that is a sign of 
mold. 

 



In ideal conditions, you should be able to get 2-3 cuttings of hay each season, allowing you to stockpile 
forage for your livestock when you need to feed them a lower-cost feed. Be sure to test your hay prior 
to feeding it so you know what its nutrient value is, and how to supplement your livestock to ensure 
they are getting all the vitamins and minerals they need to stay healthy and perform. If you are unsure 
where to start with forage testing, contact your BioZyme® Inc., Area Sales Manager, who can help 
you collect and test forage samples, and work with a qualified nutritionist to develop a ration that will 
supplement your animals’ diets.  

OSU Extension can also help when it comes to soil and or forage testing.  Knowing the feed value of 
your hay can greatly help supplement so the nutrients are meeting the need of your livestock.  You can 
call me at 544-2339 in the office, or on my cell at 937-515-2314.  Of course, if you would prefer to 
send an e-mail, my address is dugan.46@osu.edu 

Dates to Remember 
 
July 8-14 Adams County Fair 
 
July 9 Pesticide Testing at the Old Y Restaurant at noon.  Pre-register at 800-282-1955 or 

http://pested.osu.edu 
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