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Price of Cheap Food 

In recent months I have had more people discuss several things about how food is produced.  Everyone is aware of 

the increasing prices of food. There is lots of stuff in the media about several different aspects of food production.  

This article appeared in the Beef Blog this week and it addresses some of the concerns that people have.  The 

article is from Gary Truitt of Hoosier AG Today. 

According to the USDA, in the month of May, the average retail price of pork increased to an all time high of 

$4.09 per lb.  That is up 54.6 cents from a year ago and up 14.9 cents from the old record set the month before. 

This is just the beginning of what will be a long stretch of sticker shock for consumers in the pork section of the 

meat case. For pork producers, this is hog heaven with some profit back in pork production at long last.  Iowa State 

University estimates the typical hog sold during May turned a profit of $74.13 per head. This was the third 

consecutive month above the pre-2014 record.  Eager to cash in on these profits, pork producers are trying to 

increase production, but two factors are standing in their way. 

The first is disease. PEDv is a relatively new virus that is spreading unchecked across the US and is having an 

impact on pork production.  The cause and transmission of the disease are still unknown and, to date, no cure has 

been found. The industry and the government are committing millions of dollars into research to find the answers 

to PEDv, but this disease will be an issue producers will have to deal with for the foreseeable future. However, the 

losses from the disease, while devastating to individual producers, have not been a major factor in pork production. 

This could change if the spread and death loss increases in the coming months. 

An issue that is also hampering an increase in pork production is the inability of producers to expand because of 

local permit and zoning issues. Ray Slach, of West Branch Iowa, has requested a permit to expand his existing 

2,400 head of hog confinement feeding operation. If approved, the new facility would house up to 4,880 hogs. 

Consumers in the area, while complaining about the high price of pork, are trying to block the expansion. “If he 

keeps building more and more there will be a high concentration of factory farms near waterways,” said David 

Goodner, a farm and environment organizer for the Iowa Citizens for Community Improvement.  This scenario is 

common across the state of Iowa and across much of the Midwest. “We have over 10,000 hog farms in Iowa,” said 

Paul Petitti, permit engineer for the Department of Natural Resources. “It’s not uncommon for farmers to put up 

one barn and put up a second barn within a couple years.” 

This raises the question: how can farmers continue to produce the low cost food that consumers want when their 

resources are continually being limited by those same consumers? Some consumers are uneasy with confined pork 

production facilities, yet are unwilling to pay the higher prices a different type of production process would 

involve.   The “not in my backyard” mindset is also at work here as producers are willing to expand production 

which would result in lower food prices, but local communities are opposed to expanding production in their area. 

Grain producers are facing a similar situation. The recent Ag Census indicated a continued loss of farmland, yet 

demand for corn, soybeans, and other field crops continues to grow. To increase yield on an ever shrinking land 

base, farmers must use technology. This, however, is under fire by non-farmers. It is common for those who 

oppose biotechnology in grain production to be in full support of a new housing development, strip mall, or big 

box store that covers hundreds of acres of prime farmland with concrete. 



At some point, these diametrically opposed forces are going to clash. Either farmers will be allowed to expand 

production or consumers — all consumers, both those who can and who cannot afford it — will see their food bills 

increase significantly. 

 

Check Your Alfalfa 
 

Now is the time that we may see problems with Alfalfa Leafhoppers.  To do a quick check and monitor the 

situation the following examples should give you all you need to know about scouting your fields. 

 

When the average number of leafhoppers per sample is equal or greater to the height of alfalfa (in inches), 

treatment may be warranted.  For example, if the alfalfa is 6 inches tall and the average number of leafhoppers is 6 

or higher, economic threshold is reached.  If the average is lower, re-sampling should be done in a few days.  In 

glandular-haired, leafhopper-resistant alfalfa, the economic threshold is 3X the normal threshold, or three 

leafhoppers per inch of growth (18 leafhoppers for 6 inch tall alfalfa, for example).  However, if the resistant 

alfalfa is a new planting this spring, growers might want to use thresholds meant for regular alfalfa during the very 

first growth from seeding.  After the first cutting, growers can then use 3X times the normal level threshold.   More 

information on potato leafhopper, including how alfalfa growing conditions might affect the threshold, is available 

at http://ohioline.osu.edu/ent-fact/pdf/0033.pdf. 

 

Blueberries, Brambles and Wine Grape Field Night 
 

The Blueberries, Brambles and Wine Grape field night will be held at Piketon at the OSU South Centers on July 

15
th

.  Registration deadline is July 11.  Space is limited, so pre-registration is required.  

 

The following topics are scheduled to be part of this program: 

 Summer Vineyard Management Practices 

  Blackberry Productions Systems 

  Blueberry Production Techniques 

 Identification and Management of  Disease and Insects in Small Fruits/Grapes 

 Raspberry Production Systems 

 Introduction to Elderberry, Aronia, and Goji Berry Production 

  

 To register, you may contact me at 740-289-2071 Ext. 132 or atmcglothin.4@osu.edu 
 

Dates to Remember 
 

July 1    Southern Ohio Agricultural and Community Development informational meeting at  

     Southern Hills Career Center in Georgetown, starting  at 1:30 p.m. 

 

July 2    Southern Ohio Agricultural and Community Development informational meeting at the  

     Adams County Fairgrounds in West Union starting at 6:00 p.m. 

 
 

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. 
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