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Crop Update 
 

While the weather has been unfit for most field work throughout the first half of the year, it is not as 
bad here in Adams County as it is in other parts of Ohio or the Corn Belt for that matter.  Cincinnati 
TV weather reported that we have only had about 65 days with no rain so far this year and this is day 
189 as I type this.   
 
In yesterday’s CORN Newsletter conference call there was much discussion about preventive planting, 
insurance, cover crops that may be permitted, forages, pesticide restrictions, the lack of hay made, etc.  
There is much work being done to look at options for acres that were not planted.   This is at, or near 
crises level for many producers.  Changes and shifting on the fly are taking place right now.  The 
thought is that every T needs to be crossed and every I dotted to make sure the possible change is not 
later discovered to be a problem. 
 
In the meantime, if you have prevented planting acres and you are considering “what” you can plant, 
the word I am hearing is this.  Not every insurance agent or company is accepting the same things 
when it comes to alternatives.  So, check with your insurance directly and get everything in writing so 
everything is clear and there are no misunderstandings later.  Stay tuned for more info and updates. 

 
Fly Control 

 
There seems to be a heavy population of flies this season, but that is no surprise being the weather 
conditions.  The lack of fly control can be very costly to livestock producers.  With the rain we have 
had, lack of nice days to make hay or plant crops, there is concern over how everything will work out 
the remainder of this year.  Controlling flies may not be on the top of your list of concerns, but it is 
something that we can have some level of control of, unlike the rain. 
 
As with anything we do, the more we know the better job we can do with it.  This holds true for 
controlling flies, so this information that was in the Beef Blog last week from University of Illinois 
Extension Educator Travis Meteer provides information on flies and how to control them. 
 
The wet spring has certainly provided favorable breeding conditions for flies. As we progress into the 
summer it is evident that fly pressure is and will be heavy. Although all flies do pose risk of irritation 
and thus lost dollars to beef producers, it is important to know there are four main types of flies that 
bother cattle: Stable fly, Horn fly, Face fly, and Horse fly. 
 
Stable fly: This fly is found on the feet and legs of the animal. Naturally, irritation in this area causes 
cattle to stomp their feet and switch their tail. Stomping feet and switching the tail are actions that 
require energy and thus increase the maintenance requirement of the animal. Thus, an economic 
threshold has been studied and concluded that > 5 stable flies per leg would be a drain on performance 
and potential profit. 
 

https://web.extension.illinois.edu/state/contactus.cfm?StaffID=2053


Horn fly: This fly is found on the shoulders, back, and belly of the animal. These flies are the main 
culprit of lost performance as they utilize the host animal for 20-30 blood meals per day. Any more 
than 200 flies per animal will result in lost performance. These flies lay eggs in the manure, thus feed 
thru fly control is an effective prevention method. 
 
Face fly: This fly obviously is found on the face around the eyes, mouth, and muzzle. It is smaller in 
size than the Stable or Horn fly. These flies mostly feed on secretions from the eye. The main concern 
with face flies is that they are the main vector for Pinkeye. These flies also reproduce in the manure. 
 
Horse fly: This fly is notorious for biting and feeding on blood meals. It is substantially larger in size 
than the other types of flies. It is potentially a vector for any blood transferable disease. There is some 
worry that Horse flies are contributing to the spread of Anaplasmosis. 
 
Research has tagged over $800 Million dollars of lost revenue annually due to flies. These losses are 
mostly in reduced performance, lower ADG, Pinkeye, and lower milk production. There are several 
control methods: Fly tags, pour-ons, dust bags, oilers, knockdown sprays, feed additives, baits, and 
more. 
 
Fly tags are a popular choice, however it is important that you diligently rotate active ingredients or 
types of insecticide to ensure resistance is not easily built up to a certain fly tag. It is also important to 
remove all old tags immediately after the season. Most fly tags provide good coverage for only 30-60 
days. Thus, fly tags should be one part of your fly control plan… not the entire plan. 
 
Oilers and dustbags are best in forced use scenarios. This means the cattle are required to go under 
them in a gateway, around a mineral feeder, or any high use area. Success is dependent on keeping 
these "charged" or containing the insecticide. They are a great low labor tool to re-apply fly control. 
 
Sprays are effective in immediately decreasing fly loads on animals. They however do not provide 
much residual control and thus must be re-applied frequently. This adds labor and sometimes stress to 
the animal. Some sprays do have residual, but only for 1 to 2 weeks. Remember wear protective 
clothing, eye protection, and do not spray near feed and water. 
 
Biological fly control is growing in popularity. Fly parasites are used to control unhatched flies. These 
parasites attack fly pupa preventing flies from hatching. The parasitic wasp has a lifespan of 18-21 
days and should be distributed throughout the fly breeding season.  
 
Lastly, feed additives like IGR can be fed through mineral or tubs. This prevention method is great at 
breaking the life-cycle of the fly. This is perceived as a more costly method of fly control. It cannot kill 
your neighbor's flies. You need to start feeding IGR at least two weeks prior to fly season. This method 
is very low labor and very low stress on the animals. 
 
Fly control is important to helping ensure performance is not hampered and that your herd stays 
healthy and disease free. Consult with your veterinarian or Extension specialist on a fly control plan 
and keep good records of previous years to maintain effective control within your herd. 
 

Dates to Remember 
 
June 28 FAMACHA© & Fecal Egg Count Workshops in Caldwell 
July 2 SOACDF planning meeting, Cherry Fork Gym at 6:30 p.m. 



July 5 SOACDF planning meeting, Southern Hills CTC Administration Building at 10:30 a.m. 
July 7-13 Adams County Fair 
July 7 Pesticide Testing at the Old Y Restaurant at noon.  Call 800-282-1955 or online go to 

http://pested.osu.edu 
July 12 Ohio Forage and Grassland Council’s annual Sheep and Forage Tour starting and 

ending in Jackson 
July 13 Ohio Sheep and Hay Day on July 13th at the Jackson Agricultural Research Station 
 

http://pested.osu.edu/

