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Analyze Your Hay Storage 
 
With the calendar turning to November, and the temperatures dropping below freezing several 
mornings now, the time to feed hay is near, if not already here.  Several have been feeding hay due to 
the pasture situation following a dry September that included several 90 degree plus days that zapped 
much of the grass. 
 
I hope by now that samples have been pulled to get some idea of the nutrients in your hay so you can 
supplement when needed.  I have stressed the concern for hay quality for the passed few months and 
feel it is something many do not take as serious as maybe they should.  The idea that I have heard time 
after time over the years is, it will beat snowballs, keeps coming to mind.  That is a true statement, but 
will it beat wheat straw?  Maybe. 
 
OK, enough about quality, I am now talking about quantity.  How much hay do you have?  I have 
heard several producers say that they may not have enough hay to make it through the winter.  While 
time will tell if that is the case, we do know that several did not have enough to make it through last 
winter.  Those who did have enough to make it through did not have an abundance leftover in the 
spring. 
 
So, hay is already starting to seem to be more valuable than it would be most Novembers.  If you think 
you are going to be short, it might not be the best plan to wait and see.  If the winter is tough and 
supply does get short, the old basics of economics will kick in.  Supply and demand will take a toll and 
a short supply and high demand will most likely result in higher prices. 
 
So, as you feed the hay supply take note of how much is wasted.  Using feeders to reduce waste is a 
good start.  Hay rings have gone up, too.   Hay rings that I purchased a year or two ago for under $200 
are now $250 plus at most farm supply stores.  Still they pay for themselves quickly when hay gets 
short and more expensive.  For some reason it seems like cows waste more hay when the pile of bales 
gets low. 
 
Another thought, as you feed hay this winter take the time to notice how much of the hay does not get 
to the hay ring or field where you are feeding.  How much has rotted before you feed it.  Hay that is 
stored inside will most likely see very little loss compared to bales stored outside.  The use of string vs. 
net will also show a noticeable difference.  When feeding poly string or net is more time consuming 
because you need to remove it before feeding, but in most cases more hay will make it to the ring 
compared to traditional twine that rots on the bottom of the bale. 
 
Bales that are stored outside will vary in the amount of loss.  Some of this we can’t control.  The 
amount of rain is a factor and we sure can’t control that.  Some other factors we can control, and with a 
short hay supply this might be a good time to evaluate where you store your hay to reduce loss in  
 
 



future years.  Observe and make note of where you see significant loss of stored hay. 
 
The direction the bales are lined up can be a factor.  Rows of round bales running north and south have 
more direct sunlight that will aid in drying after a rain.  Rows running east and west have a north side 
of the bale that will get very limited sunlight and it is less and less from June until December.   If the 
bales can be placed with the rows running north and south and on a slight slope that is also north and 
south not only will the sun aid in drying out the bales, but the water will run away and not under the 
hay. 
 
Elevating the bales may be an option, but time consuming if placing bales on pallets.  A better option 
may be to place bales on a pad formed with stone that is big enough to let the water get away from the 
bottom of the bales. 
 
The last thing you want to do is place bales under the tree line at the edge of a field.  The trees will 
NOT protect the bales from the rain but will shade them from the sun.  The shaded part will stay wet 
much longer and result in more hay loss.   
 
When storing hay these things may not seem to be as much of a problem as they might seem when you 
are feeding hay from an ever shrinking pile.  Take note as you feed hay this winter.  If any of these 
example or thoughts match the way you store your hay look for possible ways to reduce your losses in 
storage in the coming year.  Small changes may result in big savings.   
 
 

Dates to Remember 
 
Nov. 14 First night for Estate Planning program at North Adams High School.  Call 544-2339 to 

pre-register.  The rest of the sessions will be held on December 18, January 16 and 
February 6.  All start at 6:30 p.m.  

 
Nov. 18 Pesticide and Fertilizer Certification Exams for Private and Commercial Applicators at 

the Old Y Restaurant at noon. Remember for November the exam dates will change to 
the third Monday of the month due to Veterans Day falling on the second Monday. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


