
 
Weed of The Week 

Cattails (Typhaceae.) 
 This week’s weed of the week is truly enjoying the wet weather that Adams County has experienced 
the last few weeks. Cattails are a hydric plant that grows well in freshwater wetlands, ponds, marshes, 
waterways, and flooded crop fields! Cattails prefer full sun due to not being able to tolerate shading and can 
tolerate variable soil types and fertility levels. Cattails are perennials plants that can grow to heights of 10 ft 
tall and have erect rigid stems with no branches and have solid stems. One unique feature of cattails is its 
creeping rhizome root systems that grow very shallow and hydroponically. Flowers are cigar shaped and 
resemble a corn dog! Plants have male and female flowers spikes, the male flower structure form above the 
female flower structure and fertilized by wind and rain. One cattail can produce up to 250,000 seeds that are 
very soft, and this usually will take place throughout the summer and early fall. Seeds from cattails can remain 
viable in the soil for up to 100 years or more! Rhizomes is one of the main forms of reproduction and rhizomes 
root stocks can survive 3 years. Forms of control can be mechanical through digging the cattails out with a 
backhoe or even hand pulling, making sure to remove the whole root system is critical. Light tillage should be 
avoided due to spreading of rhizome root systems, enabling the plant to spread. For pond or wetlands 
removing excess sediment and maintaining water depths of 2 ft or more will deter growth. Herbicide use can 
be effective but proper herbicide use labeled for wetland use with no risk of water pollution or injury to 
aquatic species should be used. Read the label thoroughly and maintain records. Glyphosate, rodeo, aqua 
master, and Imazapyr are very effective in controlling cattails. 

 
  

 


