
 
 

Weed of The Week 

Fall Panicum (Panicu dichotomflorum.) 
 Even though we are still in the midst of summer (at least the last half), the month of September is 
often associated with the beginning of fall. To get you in mood for fall I want to talk about a weed that literally 
has fall in its name! Fall Panicum is a weed that is associated with the fall season, many producers have given 
it the name fall grass or even wire grass, and for good reason. Fall Panicum is actually a summer annual grass 
that begins its growth in the month of June and then reproduces in September and even into October. Fall 
Panicum is native to North America and has established itself across most of the continent. It became a major 
problem for farmers in the late 1950s due to the overuse of Atrazine which has little effectiveness. Fall 
Panicum prefers well drained rich agronomic soils but can live in pasture settings too. Key characteristics of 
Fall Panicum include, seedlings have small fine hairs on the lower surface of the leaf blade but as the plan 
matures leaf blade will become smooth. This plant has a zig zag growth pattern due to bending at each node, 
even with it slightly prostate growth habit it can reach heights of 7 ft! Fall Panicum is a prolific seed producer, 
producing up to 500,000 seeds per plant that can germinate as deep as 3 inches in the soil. Seeds of this plant 
can also be very persistent, germinating after 10 years or more in the soil weed seed bank. Fall Panicum has 
been known to reduce soybean yields up to 15% when populations reach 8 or more plants per sq ft. Livestock 
do not think this weed is very tasty and often refuse to eat even when made in hay. Control of Fall Panicum 
can be a challenge due to its late emergence, but tillage or mechanical removal works well on young seedlings, 
timely mowing can be useful in pasture settings. Establishing a strong forage stand and closing the canopy as 
soon as possible in soybeans in corn helps prevent germination of Fall Panicum. Glyphosate is still effective 
and for corn producers use dual magnum or s metolachlor is effective as well. 

 


