
 
Weed of The Week 

Field Pennycress (Thlaspi arvense.) 
 This week’s weed of the week features a stinky pest for many forage and small grain producers. Field 
Pennycress is traditionally referred to as a weed but in recent years has gained ground in the cover crop world 
and even the bio energy world! Field Pennycress is a winter annual that can also grow as a summer annual, 
native to Eurasia this mustard family member made its way to the United States long ago (early 1700s) in 
contaminated grain seed. Field Pennycress prefers well drained fertile soils that have little to no disturbance, 
therefore most no-till row crop fields can have large populations early in the spring before planting. Young 
plant seedling will develop a low growing rosette with a slender taproot in the fall. As spring arrives main 
stems will elongate reaching heights up to 2.5 ft tall in well fertilized fields. The main stem is hairless, and the 
leaves attach directly to the stem and have toothed margins with pointed lobes that clasp around the stem. 
Field Pennycress is very winter hardy and will remain in the rosette stage of growth until spring and then 
flower and produce seed from mid-April to Late May. Field Pennycress is a stinky weed, when leaves are 
crushed it will give off a strong garlic odor. Field Penny Cress can also be a host for soybean cyst nematodes 
making it an important weed to get control of in a soybean rotation. This weed can also be quite competitive 
with small grain crops possibly out growing preventing stand establishment. Control of this weed can be done 
with deep mechanical tillage to burry the seed or fall burndown with glyphosate and 2-4-D. It is challenging to 
get ahead of this weed in the spring due to its early growth but herbicides such as glyphosate, 2-4-D, Dicamba, 
and Sharpen can be used and effective in reducing populations. For forage stand good grazing or harvest 
management is critical and establishing/maintaining a good stand is the best means of control. 

 


