
 

 

Weed of The Week 

Giant Hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum.) 
 This week’s weed of the week features one of the many weeds that have been labeled as 
Ohio’s and the United States noxious weeds. Giant Hogweed is considered a noxious weed due to it 
ability to outgrow and crowd out native plants and presenting a health hazard to both humans and 
livestock. Giant Hogweed is a native plant of Eurasia and introduced to Europe in the early 1800’s, 
thought to have been introduced to the United States in 1917(in a ornamental garden). This large 
biennial plant can be easily identified from it parsley and carrot growing style and is often confused 
with wild parsnip and poison hemlock. Giant Hogweed can be found growing in many different 
environments but prefers rich moist soils along streams, roadside ditches, and idle crop fields. This 
weed can reach heights of 15 feet tall in the second year of growth when it will produce an umbel 
shaped white flower. Leaves are good identifiers between this plant and other carrot species plants, 
producing large deeply incised leaves with small fine white hairs. One Giant Hogweed plant can 
produce 20,000 seeds that can will be dormant for one year or until cold wet winters break the 
dormancy. Once dormancy of the seed has been broken then the seeds will remain viable for many 
years. One of the main concerns of this weed is its effects from sap containing furocoumarins, when 
human or animals encounter this sap sever blistering will occur. The cause of blistering is due to the 
sap making the skin very sensitive to ultraviolet light (sunlight), blindness can occur if sap reaches the 
eyes. Controlling this weed should begin with preventing it from reproducing. Mowing close to the 
ground before seed production can exhaust the root system but persistence is key. Digging up the 
roots can be very successful in control; chemical herbicides can also be very effective. Herbicides 
such as triclopyr mixed with glyphosate can be very effective in controlling Giant Hogweed in year #1 
of growth. 


