
 

 

Weed of The Week 

Japanese Knotweed (Polygonum cuspidatum.) 

 This week’s weed of the week features an invasive brushy weed that can quickly make your 
property a tangled mess! Japanese knotweed was introduced from Asia in the late 1800’s as an 
ornamental and natural fence row. By the late 1960’s Japanese knotweed had infested much of the 
state of Maine and spread as far south as Virginia and as far west as Indiana. Today much of Ohio has 
populations of Japanese Knotweed especially in the eastern and northeastern portion of the state. 
This invasive weed prefers undisturbed areas such as roadsides riverbanks, pond edges and wetland 
areas. Japanese Knotweed is an erect broad leaved, semi brushy perennials that grow in large 
patches of 1-3 acres in size. This weed can be very hard to control due to fast growth and multiple 
forms of reproduction such as it’s large rhizome root system and seed production. Japanese 
knotweed can establish by seed and shoots can grow in early spring growing rapidly when the 
weather warms.  Some reports say new shoot growth can grow 2-4 inches per day and at mature 
growth the plant can reach height of 10 ft tall and 1 single shoot can grow 65’ long. The rhizome root 
system can grow as deep as 3 ft and have a great resistance to many herbicides. Japanese Knotweed 
contains large amounts of tannins and were found to be carcinogenic; most livestock will not consume 
this weed but goat could have a habit of eating enough that the tannins can effect livestock health. 
Methods of controlling Japanese Knotweed include establishing a thick grass cover, and frequent 
mowing, mechanical removal of the complete root system, and chemical herbicide control with 
herbicides such as glyphosate + triclopyr or 2-4-D mixed with Glyphosate has also been shown 
effective and for foliar applications or cut stem treatments. 

 

   

  

 

  

 


