
 

 

Weed of The Week 

Trumpetcreeper (Campsis radicans.) 

 This week I want to sound the trumpet on a weed that can easily take over your field borders, 
fence rows and woodland edges. Part of the Bignonia family this week’s weed of the week feature 
Trumpet Creeper, a very familiar weed to southern folks this weed was first cultivated as a living 
landscape beatifying many plantation mansions with its unique flowers. Soon this weed escaped and 
now can be found growing in the majority of the eastern United States of America. Trumpetcreeper is 
a deciduous perennial vine that prefers rich well drained soils and very shade resistance making it 
home among woodlands where it can be found growing up and over trees smothering desired 
woodland trees. Trumpetcreeper has many unique identifiers that make it stand out amongst other 
invasive vining plants. First during the winter this weed will produce a straw-colored branch and aerial 
roots forming in bands below the leaf nodes. The stems are very woods and strong, making it hard to 
pull or break by hand. Aerial roots are the main system of support due to have little to no root system 
in the soil. Vines of this weed can reach lengths of 40’ long if they have enough support. Probably the 
most unique feature of this weed is its trumpet shaped flowers forming in bunches at the end of the 
branch and very noticeable with its bright orange color. Trumpetcreeper will also produce a cigar 
shaped fruit pouch filled with seeds that have wings on them, helping disperse through wind and 
animals. Flowering and reproduction begin in late June and will continue well into September. The 
vine is very winter hardy and will persist through winter starting growth again in the spring. Early 
spring cutting of the vine is a good way to control Trumpet Creeper, mowing before seed 
development is also a good method but takes persistence. Glyphosate can be applied on the plant, 
but good coverage is critical for control. Triclopyr has also been found effective when applied in the 
springtime.  

 

  

 


