
 

 

Weed of The Week 

Whitlow Grass (Draba verna.) 

 This week’s weed of the week features a member of the Brassicaceae family or often referred 
to as the mustard family. This small sized weed can often be confused with other weed species early 
in the spring such as Henbit, Horseweed, and Shepards Purse. Whitlow Grass is a winter annual, often 
this weed can grow as a summer annual. This weed will develop a small rosette with very small 
narrow leaves that form very close to the soil surface. When spring arrives, these small little plants will 
bolt and form a spindly and leafless stem. Flowers are small a white and form in clusters and attach to 
the very top of the stem. Flower stems reach heights of about 5 inches. Whitlow grass will produce 
about 40-50 seeds per plant and reproduces by seed only. This weed can often be found growing in 
small colonies throughout the field but if allowed to reseed for many seasons it can become 
widespread. Even though Whitlow grass might not be as challenging of a weed in crop production, it 
can cause a turf manager some major headaches. Whitlow grass can be very competitive with turf 
species early in the spring and prefers rich well drained soil. Like many of our winter annual weeds 
Whitlow Grass can be a host for soybean cyst nematode. Controlling Whitlow Grass should begin in 
the fall or very early spring. For turf production, good fertility and good turf stands are the best means 
of prevention, if the weed has established then herbicides such as dithiopyr and pendimethalin in late 
summer can be good means of Control. Mechanical tillage in row crop or garden production can be 
effective means of incorporating seeds to prevent germination. Fall applications of metribuzin and 2-4-
D is a good option to prevent spring growth. 
  

  

  

  

 


