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  Agricultural and Natural Resources  
For the first time in its nearly 60-year history, 
Farm Science Review will be held virtually this 
year.  It will be held September 22-24. The 
theme of this year’s show is Measure What 
Matters.  The virtual link is fsr.osu.edu. Richard 
Purdin participated in the Ohio Country Journal 
Yield survey the week of August 10-14.  The 
yield estimates and videos will be broadcasted 
during the Farm Science Review. 
 
Radio Show-Listen to Richard’s Ag report every Wednesday at 12:30 pm on C103 radio.  

 
Should I plant Cover Crops? With the Autumn Season creeping up on us, many producers are wondering what the  
weather is going be like this harvest season. One thing is for sure it cannot be predicted completely, but the outlook looks 
warm with normal or above normal rainfall. Harvest should have a long window opportunity. This might give producers an 
opportunity to plant cover crops after harvesting the cash crops. So, the question for many farmers is, is cover crops worth 
planting? This is a good question and for many producers cover crops pay great dividends for not only the soil but the 
savings in feed cost. Cover crops have been known to help break compaction, increase water infiltration, decrease weed 
pressure, limit soil erosion and several other benefits. Now these benefits do not come over night, it takes time and 
persistence. Growing cover crops is a management tool and that means they need to be managed properly to see the full 
benefit.  
 
From the Field 
In scouting field conditions for Adams County, the following are things I have noticed.  

1. Starting to see signs of Sudden Death Syndrome in the soybeans. 
2. Stink Bug presence is increasing, evaluate for possible control options. 
3. Water Hemp and Mairstail are having a bundle of fun in soybean fields.  
4. Most corn is starting to dent, and silage harvest will begin soon. 
5. Most second and some third cutting hay has completed. 
6. Fall panicum and yellow foxtail are taking hold of most hay fields. 
7. Mexican Bean leaf beetle and brown marmorated sink bugs causing damage on green beans. 

 

SNAP-Ed Program Assistants, Morgan 
Campbell and Marsha McCormick have 
been learning how to use Zoom to 
record short nutrition educational videos 
and do online teaching with their 
clientele. They worked together to 
present an online class to a small group 
of teens participating in a series of 
classes to learn life skills through the 
Adams County Juvenile Court System.  
To date they have recorded nine 
nutrition videos that have been shared 
on social media by some of their partner 
agencies such as Head Start/Early 
Head Start, ABCAP Meals on Wheels, 
and Cribs 4 Kids. 

I will 

make sure I get 
my future career, 

so I 
can 
be 

sure I am 
financially stable. 

      
 

Since they are currently not able to meet in 
person with their target audience of SNAP 
recipients, they have been submitting weekly 
newspaper articles on a variety of nutrition 
topics to share their message. Printed SNAP-Ed 
nutrition education materials have also been 
mailed monthly to a small group of participants 
in the Produce Prescription Program conducted 
by our local Creating Healthy Communities 
Coordinator. 

The statewide “Celebrate Your Plate” (CYP)  
campaign, designed to increase fruit and vegetable 
consumption of SNAP recipients, has provided  
local food pantries and our Meals on Wheels  
program with sets of healthy recipe cards, 
vegetable brushes and cutting mats.  Between 
1000 and 1500 of each of these items are being 
distributed to Adams County residents along with 
printed materials provided by local SNAP-Ed staff 
on nutrition, food shopping and properly freezing a 
variety of foods. 
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  4-H Youth Development  
 
Opioid Prevention Grant - OSU Extension Adams County has been invited to participate in a state-wide effort to address 
opioid addiction, abuse and overdose death issues involving relationships and economic conditions.  Seven county 
Extension Offices will receive funds to be used to provide schools and families with evidence-based programming through 
a partnership with Extension, schools, and a community resource team.  Programming will include Strengthening Families, 
Botvin Lifeskills, Generation Rx and Mental Health First Aid training.  Instructor training, materials and virtual learning tools 
are part of a Rural Health and Safety Education grant funded through the National Institute of Food and Agriculture. 

Distance Learning Technology Grant - You may have noticed the new 
Teleconferencing equipment in the Annex Conference Room.  Adams County 
was one of seven southern Ohio counties in which OSU Extension was awarded 
a United States Department of Agriculture Rural Development Grant aimed at 
Opioid Prevention through increased access to telehealth and educational 
opportunities.  The equipment operates utilizing the Zoom platform with a large 
flat screen, cameras, and telecom.  OSU Extension Adams County received this 
technology for the Annex Conference Room as well as the new Training Center.  
The equipment is available for use to groups who reserve the conference room 
through the Commissioners’ Office.  This was a timely addition in light of the 
current necessity for virtual programming and meeting capability. 

 
 
Junior Fair - We recently completed a successful modified Junior 
Fair!  More than 200 Junior Fair members exhibited livestock and 
crops during the fair week and 17 4-H horse members competed in 
three Junior Fair shows held consecutive Saturdays in August.  
Members faced many obstacles in 2020 but persevered, attending 
Quality Assurance classes virtually, completing skillathons online and 
following health guidelines to get the opportunity to show.   
Non-livestock projects are still in the completion process.  Members 
were given two options to complete still projects which included a 
video submission or interview with a 4-H volunteer.  The deadline 
for non-livestock project completion is September 30.   
 

  Welcome New Staff Members!!!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We would like to introduce Morgan Campbell. Morgan  
started with us in February as a SNAP-Ed Program  
Assistant in Adams County. Morgan graduated from  
Bluffton University with a degree in Food and Nutrition  
and did a dietetic internship at Bluffton University. She  
grew up in Highland County on a small farm with four  
brothers raising hogs and showing at the fair each year.  
Morgan is excited to be in this role working alongside  
the OSU Extension Adams County staff. 

We would like to welcome Richard Purdin to our staff! 
Richard started on August 1st as the Ag & Natural 
Resources/Community Development Educator for 
OSU Extension Adams County. He is a graduate of 
Wilmington College with a degree in Agriculture, a 
trustee of the Adams County Farm Bureau Board and 
part of the local Gideon's Group. Richard farms 
alongside his father near Winchester where they raise 
beef, hogs, sheep, corn, soybeans, tobacco, and hay.  

 

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information, visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. 
For an accessible format of this publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility. 
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